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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Report on the current study is compiled in eleventh contents — Background, Introduction,
Obijectives, Methodology, Limitation, Nature and Trend of Reported Indicators, Analysis of
district human rights situation, Initiatives for addressing the issues, Recommendations, Conclusion
and finally Annexures.

While describing the first contents, background of the study has been discussed along with
defining of the district human rights issues.

In the greater interest of the study, we held a series of discussions with the concerned personalities
and after collecting the relevant data, we decided to prepare a human rights situation report of
Manikganj district. This will help to create a good basis for comparing the situation in these
districts.

In the next contents we attempted review the Trend of the district's crime pictures. Here an attempt
has been made to present previous year and current year figures through figures and graphs.

In the chapter Analysis of human rights situation, after the trend analysis, an attempt has been
made to describe the human rights situation of the district.

Initiatives for addressing the issues chapter describes the measures taken by the concerned
department or concerned authority.

In the conclusion and explanation chapter, an attempt is made to prepare discussions for others.
Through this, what measures need to be taken to improve the development situation have been
discussed. This chapter also reflects the feedback gathered during the validation workshop.

Md. Abdul Wahed

Secretary General

Eakok Attomanobik Unnayan Sangstha
11 January, 2023
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BACKGROUND:

We take this initiative to highlight the human rights situation in Manikganj district. No evidence
has been found whether similar activities have taken place in Manikganj district before. That is
why we try to ensure the participation of all people in our activities. We want to complete our work
by involving the people at the grassroots level, mid-level and all the district level officials.
However, due to shortage of time, efforts to connect all information related to human rights in
Manikganj district could not be completed successfully. Only a few points have been highlighted
in this report.

Names of data collection Team;

>
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Assistant Professor Ashutosh Roy. General Secretary, Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist
Christian Unity Parishad, Manikganj District.

Bimal Roy, Coordinator, Manikganj Human Rights Forum.

Sadhan Sutradhar, Manikganj District Representative, Daily Agnishikha.
Md. Abul Kalam Azad, Staff Reporter, ATN News.

Monirul Islam Mihir- Staff Reporter, 71 TV.

Md. Sobhan Mridha.

Sucharan Sarkar.

Neelima Das.

Ritu Ravi Das.

Brishti Chakraborty.

Shamima Nasreen.

Richie Rahman.

Mizanur Rahman &

Jahanara Begum.
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INTRODUCTION
1.1 ABOUT THE DISTRICT:

Manikganj is the gateway of Capital city of Bangladesh situated Sixty Four kilometer
west to Dhaka. Manikganj district has a glorious history of liberation war. In the great
liberation war of Bangladesh in 1971, the brave freedom fighters of Manikganj fought
bravely against the barbaric forces of Pakistan and wrote a memorable chapter in
history. There are 4 titled freedom fighters in Manikganj district, their list is as follows
1. Squadron Leader (Retd) Badrul Alam (Birottaram) Barahir Char, Manikganj.
2. Shaheed Mahfuzur Rahman (Beerpratik) Pipulia, Harirampur.
3. Late Ibrahim Khan (Beerpratik) of Nadrigakhola, Manikgan;.
4. Md. Atahar Ali Khan (Beerpratik) Garaivikara, Manikgan;.

Maniganj district is also famous for folk music and Hazari jiggery (gur). It is surrounded
by the famous rivers of Bangladesh, the Padma, the Jamuna, the Dhaleswary and the
Kaliganga. Its famous Paturia ferry ghat connects Dhaka with the south part of
Bangladesh. The natural beauty of Manikganj is so charming that people get attraction
at a glance. Its historical famous places and persons remind suits glory. The language
martyr Shahid Rafik Uddin, The Noble prize winner Amarta Sen, The father of Film/
Cinema Hira Lal Sen, The father in Law of national Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam are all from
this district. In short Manikganj is a district of thousands of MANIKS (pearls). Great
Poets, Singers, Educationists. Politicians, Spiritual saints, Famous Doctors, Journalists
are the persons who have enlighten Manikgan;.

History of the District: Manikganj district is located in the Dhaka division of central
Bangladesh. It was established as Manikganj sub-division in May 1845 and this sub-
division was first under Faridpur district. Later in 1856, Manikganj subdivision was
included in Dhaka district and on March 1, 1984, Manikganj was elevated to a district.
Area: 1378.99 square km.

Total population: 15,58,024 people,

Male: 7, 51,784 (48.27%)

Female: 805,890 (51.73%)

Education Rate: 71.8%

Total Upazila-07

Municipalities: 02

Union Parishad: 65

Number of schools:

Primary schools: 651

Secondary schools: 163

Number of colleges: 31

Number of Medical Colleges: 02

Number of General Hospitals: 01

Number of parliamentary seats: 03

Major Rivers: Padma, Yamuna, Dhaleswari, Kaliganga, Ichamati.
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Religion in present-day Manikganj district

Religion Percent
Islam 90.62%
Hinduism 9.34%
Other or not stated 0.04

90.62% are Muslims, 9.34% are Hindus. The district of Manikganj has 3575 mosques

-28 Madrasa, 329 temples, 10 churches, five Buddhist temples and a pagoda.
Source: District Portal, Wikipedia and Hindu Religious kallayan Trust.

1.2 OBJECTIVE OF THE REPORT:
The core objective of the report is to documents key human rights issues in the
Manikganj district and the grievance/redressal  mechanism available access to
communities. To explore the data whether there is any deviation according to the
provisions of the constitution and if there is any deviation identified than it will
highlight to redress for solving and try to establish the rights of the people. The main
purpose of this report is to establish the rights of the people in the light of the
constitution.
This will achieve through:
1.2.1 Documenting key human rights issues in the district.
1.2.2 Critically analyzing data on human rights violation and their remedies.
1.2.3 Assess the human rights situation in line with thematic rights issues.

1.3 METHODOLOGY

This report was prepared with the help of Manikganj Human Rights Forum members,
local journalists and youth volunteers. After taking policy decisions in the initial phase,
interested volunteers are selected. In this process, those who are willing to work
completely spontaneously without remuneration are identified. A total of 14 people
were selected in this list. After that they were given a one day orientation course. Then
questionnaires are prepared and sent to the field to collect data from their field. They
directly interviewed 182 target people in Manikganj Sadar Upazila, Singair Upazila
and Harirampur Upazila for 1 week. The team members were:

Three case studies were completed, assisted by Nilima Das, Suran Sarker and Rishi
Raridas. Apart from this, two separate focus group discussions were conducted between
the 2 communities. Two focus groups were conducted by Mr. Md. Abdul Wahed and
Jahanara Begum and Prof. Asutosh Roy and Nilima Das.

That is, the following methods are applied in preparing the report:

1.3.1 Preparatory meeting.

1.3.2 Analysis primary and Secondary data; collected by government departments,
organizational records, etc.

1.3.3 Online news and media reporting.

1.3.4 Interview.

1.3.5 Desk Reviews.

1.3.6 Focus group discussion.

1.3.7 Case studies.

1.3.8 Workshop.
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1.4 LIMITATIONS;

Before doing any work, it have to face lot of limitations. Preparing a report on human
rights issues indeed it was a challenging task. When such types a proposal came up, we
non-professionals thought it might go against the government. But later after the
discussion we realized that it is not against the government but the government will be
supported to play a supportive role for the left behind people. But the major problem
arises when collected data from the field and don’t knowing how to compile it and
make a standardized report. Apart from this, there are several challenges to be faced in
data collection. They are given below;

141

1.4.2

1.4.3

144

Faces several challenges in accessing information when we go to distinct
community.

Human rights is a very comprehensive wide-ranging subject. Numerous topics
and scopes can be covered here. Such as: Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
Religious tolerance, Rights of workers, Rights of the person of the disability,
Child Rights, Women Rights, Justice Systems and legal aids, etc. are
remarkable. But as we didn't have enough time, we were able to work on very
few subjects.

Since the report is being prepared in the shortest possible time, we have faced
some problems in collecting information immediately from the concerned
departments.

In many cases, departmental or organizational web site was not up-to-dates. In
that case we had to go to the concerned office to collect the information.
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2. Nature and Trends of reported Incident:
3.1 Manikganj district crime figure for March 2021to October 2022

o|c] (
BB

N_?rr]\; ?];)f Year | Robbery | Dasyuta Scll(jlreil curi | murder \\//\I/zlri:?]e Kidnapping ;E;Eacdilrli Apr\r;s Danga | Smuggling | Others | Total
Manikganj 2022 1 1 0 25 5 27 0 0 1 0 134 88 282
Sadar 2021 0 1 0 3 3 7 0 0 2 0 65 34 115
Saturia 2022 0 0 2 11 6 21 2 0 0 0 47 46 135

2021 0 1 1 6 0 15 0 0 0 0 15 36 74
Singair 2022 4 0 5 10 3 52 0 4 2 0 171 56 307
2021 0 1 2 9 5 13 1 1 1 0 84 36 153
Harirampur 2022 0 0 1 1 0 9 0 0 0 0 41 29 81
2021 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 10 7 23
Shibaloy 2022 0 1 4 16 2 22 0 2 0 0 39 55 141
2021 1 0 1 2 2 16 0 1 0 0 22 21 66
Gior 2022 0 2 1 6 7 6 0 1 0 0 41 31 95
2021 0 0 0 4 1 4 0 0 0 0 27 14 50
Daulatpur 2022 0 0 2 4 0 15 0 0 0 0 20 46 87
2021 0 0 1 1 0 5 0 0 0 0 4 12 23
Total 2022 5 4 15 73 23 152 2 7 3 0 493 351 1128
2021 1 3 5 25 12 65 1 2 3 0 227 160 504
Annex-1
Comparison of 2021 and 2022 figures
Sl Indicators 2021 | 2022 | Increase
1. | Robbery 1 5 4
2. | Dasyuta 3 4 1
3. | Sidel curi 5 15 10
4. | Curi 25 73 48
5. | Murder 12 23 11
6 Violence against 65 152 87
women
7. | Kidnapping 1 2 1
8. | Gabadhi pasu curi 2 7 5
9. | Arms Act 3 3 0
10.| Danga 0 0 0
11.| Smuggling 227 | 493 266
12.| Others 160 | 351 191
9|Pag Total | 504 | 1128 624




3.2 Manikganj Sadar crime figure for March 2021to October 2022

Name of Sidel Violence Gabadhi Arms
Thana Year | Robbery | Dasyuta curi curi | murder women Kidnapping paSl‘J Act Danga | Smuggling | Others
curi Total
Manikganj 2022 1 1 0 25 5 27 0 0 1 0 134 88 282
Sadar 2021 0 1 0 3 3 7 0 0 2 0 65 34 115
Manikganj Sadar Thana Comparison of 2021 and 2022 figures
160 Manikganj Sadar Thana
140 S Indicators Increase
i;g 1. | Robbery 1
30 2. | Dasyuta 0
60 3. | Curi 22
40 4, | Murder 2
28 . . 5. | Violence against women 20
) . . . ) 6. | Arms Act 0
3 > & & < RN > L. e
o@"} Q}q\& .SQ,“Q © &\;& $0<°® %QQ\Q X \)‘9 (&Vb 67’0% \)Qg}‘o O&"} 7. | Smuggling 69
R o & &-\\Q?’ s 2N 8. | Others 54
& & Total 168
B 2022 w2021 Upazila crime chart shows upward trend of all
indicators except Arms Act in 2022 as
compared to 2021.
10| Page




11|Page

3.3 Satura Thana crime figure for March 2021to October 2022
Name of Sidel . Violence | . . Gabadhi | Arms . .
Thana Year | Robbery | Dasyuta curi curi | murder women Kidnapping Pasu curi Act Danga | Smuggling | Others Total
Saturia 2022 0 0 2 11 6 21 2 0 0 0 47 46 135
2021 0 1 1 6 0 15 0 0 0 0 15 36 74
Saturia Thana Comparison of 2021 and 2022 figures
. Saturia Thana
3(5) S| Indicators Increase
35 1. | Sidél curi 1
gg 2. | Curi 5
ig 3. | Murder 6
10 4. | Violence against women 6
8 5. | Kidnapping 2
, . ., 6. | Arms Act 0
R 2> QS Q < Q & Q > P >
Vgo"} «,*& @C) > \;3’% o@z QQ\Q . o& svc Q’é‘o" ng %‘é 7. | Smuggling 32
QS P & & & & 2 & N O
& & S\Q S 8. | Others 10
& & Total 62
W 2022 ==——=2021 Upazila crime chart shows upward trend of all
indicators except Arms Act in 2022 as
compared to 2021.



3.4 Singair Thana crime figure for March 2021to October 2022

Name of Sidél Violence Gabadhi Arms
Thana Year | Robbery | Dasyuta curi curi | murder women Kidnapping paSl‘J Act Danga | Smuggling | Others
curi Total
Singair 2022 4 0 5 10 3 52 0 4 2 0 171 56 307
2021 0 1 2 9 5 13 1 1 1 0 84 36 153
Singair Comparison of 2021 and 2022 figures
Singair Thana
180 .
160 S| Indicators Increase
140 1. | Robbery 4
120 > | sidal curi 3
100 . | Sidél curi
80 3. | Curi 1
28 4. | Violence against women 39
20 I 5. | Gabadhi pasu curi 3
0 6. | Arms Act 1
I A N S >N SRV R RN N S 7. | Smuggling 87
& S < < & » < N N &
& & S F P T 8. | Others 20
& T Total 158
<° e
2027 — Upa-zna} crime chart shows upwa}rd trend of all
indicators except Arms Act in 2022 as
compared to 2021.
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3.5 HarirampurThana crime figure for March 2021to October 2022

. . Gabadhi
Name of Year | Robbery | Dasyuta Sidel curi | murder Violence Kidnappin asu Arms Danga | Smuggling | Others
Thana 4 4 curi women PPing P . Act & ggling
curi Total
Harirampur 2022 0 0 1 1 0 9 0 0 0 0 41 29 81
2021 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 10 7 23
Harirampur Thana Comparison o_f 2021 and 2022 figures

45 Harirampur Thana
40 S Indicators Increase
gg 1. | Sidel curi 1
o 2. | Curi 1
20 3. | Violence against women 4
13 4. | Smuggling 31

5 /I\ 5. | Others 22

0 Total 59

GRS & O & & & ©
SO ING ¢ & & S S 8 . .
& SR S Upazila crime chart shows upward trend of all
& & S . - .
o° & indicators except Arms Act in 2022 as
I

B 2022 e—32021
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3.6 Shibaloy Thana crime figure for March 2021to October 2022

L . Gabadhi
Name of Year | Robbery | Dasyuta Sidel curi | murder Violence Kidnappin asu Arms Danga | Smugglin Others
Thana y y curi women pping F;uri Act & geling Total
Shibaloy 2022 0 1 4 16 2 22 0 2 0 0 39 55 141
2021 1 0 1 2 2 16 0 1 0 0 22 21 66
Shibaloy Thana Comparison of 2021 and 2022 figures
o Shibaloy Thana
50 S| Indicators Increase
0 1. | Dasyuta 1
2. | Sidél curi 3
30 3. | curi 14
20 4. | Violence against women 6
10 5. | Gabadhi pasu curi 1
0 6. | Smuggling 17
& PSS & & & ¢ @& & E 7. | Oth 34
S NS SN & Q3 PSS S : €rs
& F < &**o &&’Q \Q?? RO %@\’% © Total 76
& %8(\
$° ICid

N 2022 e—2021
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3.7 Gior Thanacrime figure for March 2021to October 2022

Name of Sidel Violence Gabadhi Arms
Thana Year | Robbery | Dasyuta curi curi | murder women Kidnapping paSl‘J Act Danga | Smuggling | Others
curi Total
Gior 2022 0 2 1 6 7 6 0 1 0 0 41 31 95
2021 0 0 0 4 1 4 0 0 0 0 27 14 50
Gior Thana Comparison of 2021 and 2022 figures
33 Gior Thana
35 S| Indicators Increase
;(5) 1. | Dasyuta 2
20 2. | Sidél curi 1
15 3. | Curi 2
12 I 4. | Violence against women 2
0 - - I l_ s - 5. | Gabadhi pasu curi 1
A » Q N < ) S - S & 6. | Smuggling 14
& & & & F & & & v & & @
& & S FTF e TS 7. [ Others 17
\Q,c& < ° Total 39
A\ °
S
Upazila crime chart shows upward trend of all
m2022 m2021 . - .
indicators except Arms Act in 2022 as
compared to 2021.
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3.8 Daulatpur crime figure for March 2021to October 2022

- . Gabadhi
Name of Year | Robbery | Dasyuta Sidel curi | murder Violence Kidnappin asu Arms Danga | Smuggling | Others
Thana ¥ ¥ curi women PPing P . Act & ggling
curi Total
Daulatour 2022 0 0 2 4 0 15 0 0 0 0 20 46 87
P 2021 0 0 1 1 0 5 0 0 0 0 4 12 23
Daulatpur Comparison of 2021 and 2022 figures

" Daulatpur Thana
38 SI Indicators Increase
35 1. | Sidél curi 1
> 2. | Curi 3

20 3. | Violence against women 10

1 R

18 I I I 4. | Smuggling 16

g — 0 B 5. | Others 34

K\ & & o o & < » . Total 64
. (9 . . <
(})\)e’\ n @‘9 S R \\;\be E <& . & ‘%ogo ¥ & 0%@0 & - -
< ° & & b.\& & Upazilat crime chart shows upward trend of all
& &3% indicators except Arms Act in 2022 as

w2022 m2021
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3.9 Comparative picture of crime growth among Upazilas in 2022
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3.10 Road Accident in Manikganj district:

Name of 2021 2022
Month No c_)f Number of N_o. of No_ of Number N_o. of
Accident Death Injured Accident | of Death Injured
January 1 1 0 3 1 3
February 0 0 0 3 3 0
March 1 1 0 6 1 8
April 1 1 0 5 6 3
May 1 1 0 12 3 39
June 0 0 0 3 0 8
July 0 0 0 2 2 2
August 1 1 0 2 1 1
September 4 4 0 0 0 1
October 1 1 1 1 1 0
November 3 3 0 2 2 2
December 3 3 1 0 0 0
Total 16 16 2 39 20 67

Source: Highway Police Thana- Manikganj.

Road Accident in Manikganj district

70 67
60
50
39
40

30 20

16 16
20
10 2

NO OF ACCIDENT NUMBER OF DEATH NO. OF INJURED

[@2021 [©@2022 @Source: Highway Police Thana- Manikganj

The mentioned graph shows that almost all the signs are on the growth
side compared to last year which indicates a high alarming situation
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3.11 Climate Change/Natural Disaster:
2021 flooding affected families of Manikganj.

Number of Allocated relief
. . . umber 0 .
Year No. of Upazila No. Union No. of Family Population materials
Food Cash
2021 4 28 24143 120715
Total 4 28 24143 120715
Affected families of River erosion
Year | Name. of Upazila No. of Family Allocated relief materials
Harirampur 38 580.78 Metric Ton food and
2022 Daulatpur 45 18 lac 11 thousand taka
Shibaloy 250
Total 333

Source: Disaster Management Branch, DC office Manikganj: Annex-2

3.12 Education rate of left behind communities in Manikganj district:
Total respondent 182 nos.

S| | Educational Qualification Nos %
1. | No Education 40 22%
2. | Not completed Primary Education 105 58%
3. | Completed primary education 25 14%
4. | Completed SSC 10 5%
5. | Completed HSC 2 0.02%
6. | Completed Graduation 0

Total 182

Age level respondents

Sl | Age level Nos
1. | Below 18 10
2. | 19t0 30 34
3. | 31-50 74
4. | 50 up 64

Total 182

Upazila Coverage

Sl | Name of Uparzila Nos
1. | Manikganj Sadore 111
2. | Sigair 34
3. | Horirumpur 37

Total 182

Source: Direct Interview:
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3.13Health: In health sector it is also enriched, by govt. Medical college, govt. Nursing
college, govt. MATS, govt. IHT, 50 bedded Diabetic hospital, private Medical
college, two private Nursing colleges, & finally 250 bedded District Hospital have
provided service in health sector. Consisting of Seven Upazillas & sixty five
Unions its health sector is improving abruptly. Especially with the kind attention

of our Honorable State Minister of Health & Family Welfare Zahid Maleque MP.

who has turned this district into a model district.
EXISTING HEALTH FACILITIES

- Total No. No. of
Facility Type of Facilities Beds
Medical College Hospital 1 0
District Hospital 1 250
Upazila Health Complexes 6 224
Union Sub Centers 30 0
Union Health & Family Welfare Centers (under DGHS) 36 0
Union Health & Family Welfare Centers (under DGFP) 38 0
Community Clinics 155 0
Trauma Centers 1 0
MCWCs (belong to DGFP) 2
Source: Local Health Bulletin 2016 for Manikganj Civil Surgeon Office, Manikganj Sadar, Manikgan
WATER & SANITATION
Indicators District %
Coverage of households having access to safe drinking water (%) 99%
Coverage of households having access to sanitary latrines (%) 97%

Source: Local Health Bulletin 2016 for Manikganj Civil Surgeon Office, Manikganj Sadar, Manikgan

A total of 21 private medical hospitals is available in Maniganj district.
City Hospiotal and Diagonastic Centre, Manikganij
Doctor’s Clinic, Manikganj

Islami Bank Community Hospital, Manikganj
Janakalyan Nursing Home, Manikganj

Janata Nursing Home, Manikganj

Kaliandi Community Clinic, Manikganj

Marie Stopes, Manikganj

Medical Clinic Diagnostic Centre, Manikganj

9. Monno Medical College & Hospital, Manikganj
10. Mother & Child Welfare Clinic, Manikganj

11. Mother Care Home, Manikganj

12. New Jononi Clinic, Manikganj

13. Niramoy Nursing Home, Manikganj

14. Paribaik Shastho Clinic, Manikganj

15. Sahera Hasan Memorial Hospital, Manikganj

16. Saturia Nursing Home, Manikganj

17. Shapla Medical Centre, Manikganj

18. Shusrusha Health Centre, Manikganj

19. Union Health & Family Welfare Centre, Manikganj
20. United General Hospital, Manikganj

Source:https://www.bestspecialistdoctor.com/2020/11/best-hospital-clinic-list-in-
manikganj.html

N RwNE
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There are allegations that many brokers divide the patients who come for treatment in
government hospitals and take them to private hospitals. In this regard, the law and order
committee has taken many measures, but in practice, the general public is not getting any
benefit. They are being replaced by brokers while seeking treatment in government

hospitals.
Source: https://www.risingbd.com/bangladesh/news/388807

3.13Climate Change/Natural Disaster

Natural disaster a big problem in Manikganj. Every year, hundreds of houses, crop
lands, educational institutions, religious institutions, religious establishments, etc. have
been destroyed in Manikganj. Due to natural calamities, the people of this district live
an inhumane life.

Around 50,000 families of 70 villages of 30 unions of the district are affected in
the flood who are living in dire conditions for lack of food and pure water. At
least 30 educational institutes have been closed after water entered the institution
buildings in Daulatpur, Shivalaya, Ghior, Harirampur and Shaturia upazila of

the district, according to District Flood Control Room at Manikganj.
Source: Daily Star, Sat Jul 20, 2019

Due to river erosion 300 families have become homeless in the last few days,
July 3, 2022 (BSS)- The erosion of the Dhaleshwari river in Saturia upazila of the
district has started with the rising of water level in the Jamuna river as it is one of the
branches of Jamuna. The vast areas of Baraid union, Dighulia union, Tilli union and
Horgoj union
including cultivated lands, domestic houses and educational and religious institutions
engulfed the Dhaleshwari river. Most of the people under the erosion areas have taken

shelter at their relatives' houses, the local public representatives said.
Source: BSS, 03 Jul 2022, 19:00

3.14 Anti-discriminations:
10 suicides cases were reported in newspapers in Manikganj district:
Upazila wise suicides figure are given bellow:

S| | Name of Upazila No. of suicides Name of Published News paper

. . Prothom Alo: 14/04/2022 & Bangla52
1 | Manikganj Sadar 2 News, 15/05/2022

Dhaka times 22/02/2022, Naya Diganta

2| Singair 4 30/10/2022 & Kaler Kantha 18/11/2022
3 | saturia 9 Ju_gantar: 1_4/03/2022
Ajker Potrika: 13/03/2022
4 | Harirampur 1 BD News24.com:23/09/2022
6 | Gior 1 Dainik Manob Kantha: 16/10/2022

Total 10 Annex-3
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4 ANALYSIS OF HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION;
4.1 DEATH OF ROAD ACCIDENT:

The Dhaka Aricha highway stretches for about 53 kilometers from Dhamrai Upazila in
Dhaka district to Paturia Ferigat in Manikganj district. Numerous accidents occur on this
highway every year (see Table 3.10). The mentioned table shows that in 2021, 16 people
died in 16 accidents within Manikganj district and in 2022, 20 people died and 67 people
were injured in 39 accidents. Golora Highway Police Station is responsible for the security
of this highway. The mentioned information is collected from Golora Highway Police
Station. In addition to death, many people suffer permanent disability and property damage
due to road accidents the government decided to separate dangerous carves of the Dhaka
Aricha highway with dividers after famous filmmaker Misuk Monir was killed in a tragic
road accident on this road. At that time it was thought that this divider would reduce the
accident to a great extent. Although dangerous turns are safe with these dividers, accidents
happen elsewnhere, killing and injuring people. We don't want a single death on the road.
In this regard, the government needs to take more effective measures.

This is a violation of Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article 1 of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognized that, “All human beings are born
free and equal in life and rights. They are intelligence and conscience and should therefore
treat each other in a brotherly spirit”. So, no one can take away this right in the middle.

The constitution of Bangladesh is to protect the life and property of every citizen (Part 111,
Fundamental rights, Article-32 of the Constitution)

4.2 Climate Change/Natural Disaster:

Between Sirajganj Tangail and Manikganj districts, the Padma and Jamuna rivers merge at
the point and the combined stream flows as the Padma River over the Manikganj district
and falls into the Bay of Bengal. Being the confluence of both rivers, the area is subject to
severe river erosion throughout the year. Due to extreme erosion, thousands of agriculture
lands, villages and structures have been lost under the river. In such a situation, these
helpless families live an inhumane life in neighboring chars or elsewhere in the union or
elsewhere in the country. The matter is supervised by the Disaster Management Wing
under the District Administrator.

The report of Manikganj Disaster Management Wing shows that 14143 families and
120715 people have been affected by the 2021 floods. It is mentioned that the affected
family members have been taken to 67 shelter centers and 65 medical teams have been
activated. Apart from this, no other matter is mentioned. The report did not say how long
they had been in the shelter, whether they needed any resettlement.

Similarly, in 2022, 333 families were found submerged in rivers and they were given
580.78 metric tons of food facilities and 18 Lac 11,000 taka cash assistance. Here too, no
information is available as to whether these families have been permanently resettled as
their houses have been destroyed along with bricks. (See Table 3.11 of the report)
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This is not comply with Article 25, Clause 1 of the Universal Human Rights Declﬂm
Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states “Everyone has the right to a
standard of living adequate health and well-being of himself and his family, including
adequate food, clothing, shelter, Medicare, and necessary social services, against
unemployment, sickness, disability, or have the right to security for incapacity for life due
to unavoidable causes.”

Part II of the Constitution of Bangladesh, Principles of Government, Article (a) “The State
shall provide for the basic necessities of life including food, clothing, shelter, education
and medicine”. We feel that families affected by floods and rivers are being deprived of
the benefits mentioned in the Constitution.

4.3 In Manikganj district the enrollment rate of left behind communities in primary

education is only 14%.

During the preparation of the report, 182 persons of mixed age were directly interviewed
from Dalit communities (Rabidas, Monidas, Lauhkar, Rajvanshi, Sandar and Namsudra)
of three upazilas of Manakganj district, Jata Manikganj Sadar, Singair and Harirampur
upazilas. The interview shows that 40 of the mentioned 182 people have not received any
education, (22%) have not completed primary education, 105 (58%) have completed
primary education, 25 (14%) have completed primary education, 10 (5%) have completed
secondary education and higher secondary education. Only 2 completed (0.02%).

The survey shows that despite their interest and need for education, they are failing to take
up the opportunity of education due to financial distress. In this case, it can be assumed
that Article 17 (a) and (b) and Article 23 (a) of the principles of governance of the
Constitution of the Second Part of the Constitution are not being followed.

4.4 Health Protection:

The report shows that Manikanj district has 1 Medical College, 1 District Hospital, 6
Upazila Health Complex, 30 Union Sub Centers, 36 Union Health and Family Welfare
Centers (DGHS), 38 Union Health and Family Welfare Centers (DGFP) in Manikanj
district. , 155 community clinics.

In contrast, there are 21 private hospitals and clinics in Manikanj district. Recently, the
report of the media and the District Law and Order Protection Committee has observed that
a number of brokers have a tendency to share private hospitals and clinics instead of
government services with the tactics of simple-minded people who come for treatment in
all the government hospitals of the district. In this situation, poor patients are deprived of
government services as well as facing financial loss. The government is failing to provide
these helpless patients with independent access to health care and their security.

Secondly, courtesy of the local media, it can also be observed that when a patient comes
out of his room with a doctor's prescription, the representatives of the drug company rush
to find out which company's medicine is written on the doctor's prescription. Many people
take pictures of the medical certificate on their mobile phones. On the other hand, the issue
involves the violation of personal privacy of the patient and the doctor. This is a violation
of Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article 12 of the Universal
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Declaration of Human Rights recognizes, “No one shall be subjected to a
interference with his privacy, family, home or communications, or to attacks on his honor
and reputation. Everyone has the right to legal protection against such interference and
attacks.”

The issue is the failure of clause (a) of Part Il of the Constitution of Bangladesh, Principles
of State Governance

5. INITIATIVES FOR ADDRESSING THE ISSUES;
Action taken by the district administration;
1. Increased police patrols for all Upazilas
2. Conduct regular raids in all police Thana’s.
3. Alerting night guards to prevent theft at night.
4. Necessary directions have been issued to all the Branches/Police Stations/DB
Officers-in-charge in the district.
Conducting mobile courts regularly
Public awareness meetings and courtyard meetings to prevent child marriage, child
and women abuse and dowry.
7. Conducting mobile courts to prevent brokers in government hospitals
8. Mikeing by UP Chairman to make common people aware about Prevention of Child
Marriage Act-2017 and ill effects of child marriage
9. All Police Stations/DB Officers-in-charge of Manikganj district including Special
Branch have been directed to take necessary action against girl students for
harassing them on their way to school-college.
Source: district-law-order-committee-meeting-minutes: November-2022.
Annex-1

a U

6. RECOMMENDATION ACTIONS;

6.1 It is assured to take more effective steps from the district level to reduce accidental deaths.
Dhaka — Paturia highway currently has two lanes, which is being upgraded to four lanes. It
is acknowledged from the official level that accidents will be reduced after the completion
of four lanes.

6.2 The district superintendent of police confirmed that the suicide rate in Manikanj district is
higher than other districts of Bangladesh. He recommended that it is needed to Increasing
public awareness, society and family will be patient with the children. Initiatives will be
taken through Islamic Foundation to hold regular discussions against suicide in all religious
institutions. Law enforcement forces will be more cautious in this matter.

6.3 More counseling is needed to bring left behind communities into the mainstreaming and
Special initiatives will need to be taken for them. Left behind people in Manikganj district
have to live on leased land and sometimes they have to live in high places. Permanent
arrangements are necessary for livelihood and residence.

6.4 Special measures will be taken to prevent brokers in hospitals. Government facilities
should be increased in the field of health protection.
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Conclusion:

Recognition of the inherent right of all human beings as well as equal entitlement of each
individual to all human rights forms the core of human rights doctrine. The Legislative has
played a crucial role in promoting Human Rights. The problem of Human Rights besides
being a legal problem, also impacts upon society economy and even culture. However, the
battle for prevention of violation of Human Rights if to be fought with sincerity and
commitment.

All institutions and individuals involved in the protection of human rights must have
unwavering faith.

They must all strive for better protection and promotion of human rights to make human
lives worth living with dignity and compassion.

Rights-based organizations, civil society organizations, administration, members of all law
and order forces, and the responsible staff of various service organizations must work
sincerely.

It is not only for the state to accept recommendations and commit or give promises, but the

state has to fulfill its responsibility through more transparency and accountability in
establishing the human rights of the immense people of the country.
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Annexures:

Regulation of district law enforcement committee: Annex-1.
List of flood affected & river erosion families of Manikganj: Annex-2
Suicide report in newspapers: Annex-3
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